
StrongStart - West Langley Elementary   
      9403 – 212th Street, Langley. Office ph. 604-888-6444 
 

           December 2013 Newsletter 
      Monday thru Friday: Free Drop-In  9:00am to 12 noon   
 

 

We have a few fun events for December at our 

StrongStart, and lots of opportunity to just ‘play’, as we 

all know that is what the children like most. J   

 

But as 2013 comes to a close, I want to take this 

opportunity to thank all the parents, children, 

grandparents, caregivers and families for such wonderful 

memories, relationships and experiences discovered here at 

our StrongStart centre.   

           Thank you for all the fun, laughs, learning and 

playing together!  I look forward to the New Year ahead 

with you and your children.   Louise 

 

 



      

           Dates to Mark on Your Calendar: 
Please mark the following dates on your calendar for easy reference: 
 
 
Mon. Dec. 9 - StrongStart Closed early.  Open 9am to 10:45am only today.  
Tues. Dec. 10 - StrongStart Closed  (my daughter is having surgery) 
Thurs. Dec. 12 - Outing to spread Christmas cheer at Brookside Lodge nursing  

   home 9:45am.  Sign-up 
Thurs. Dec. 19 - Last day of StrongStart prior to Christmas Vacation 
Fri. Dec. 20 - Closed for StrongStart meeting 
Mon. Jan. 6 - StrongStart Closed Pro-D day (the school is open,  

  but not StrongStart) 
Tues. Jan. 7 - StrongStart re-opens - Welcome back! 
 
 

 

 
Fifth Disease  
We in StrongStart have had no reported cases of Fifth Disease here at West Langley.  So that is 
great.  J  You can read more information about it at: 
http://kidshealth.org/parent/infections/skin/fifth.html# 
 
Any questions, don't hesitate to ask Shawn Davids, Principal, West Langley Elementary, or myself. 
 
Sign Your Child ‘Out’ as Well as ‘In’ 
Please sign your child out (by initialling) when you leave StrongStart for the day.  This is a new 
practise, but it is for the safety and concise attendance count at all times in our program for 
safety reassurance.   (Especially in the case of a fire drill, which we experienced last week, a bit 
of confusion with a family we were not sure if they had left StrongStart or not.)  Signing in is 
equally as important.  Thank you for your diligence. 
 
 
Thank you for Snack 
Thank you for bringing a piece of fruit or veggie etc… to our program 
once in a while for snack time for the children to share, it is greatly 
appreciated.  With the cut-backs here at StrongStart this year, my 
budget for snacks, supplies, art/crafts and paint materials is cut in half, 
and I am struggling to provide enough to make it still a great program.  
So thank you for bringing a snack to share when you can.  I believe this free program offered by 



the Ministry to families is such a valuable place for children, and we are grateful there is no fee 
to attend.     
No nuts or nut products and no bagged, boxed, canned or processed food.  Thanks J 
 
New ‘STOP Sign’ if StrongStart is Full 
A great suggestion from Katelynn, who is Madilynn and Dane’s mom, is to have a big 
STOP sign that I will put up on the window of the front of the school, if our StrongStart 
is full at the moment.  This will make it easier for you to drive up and see the STOP sign 
and so you do not have to take your child out of the car only to find we are full.  Having said that, 
you are most welcome to come in and double-check with me as to the status if you would like.  
Gym time is from 10:15am to 10:30am every day except Wednesdays.    
 
 
 Mr. Davids Visits 
On Wednesday, December 18th, we will have the pleasure of our principal 
Mr. Davids visiting and he will be leading us in a sing-along of Christmas 
songs and playing his guitar at circle time.  He also will be reading a 
Christmas book to the children.  What a treat!!     

 
 

 
 
If You Use the School Hallways 
If you use the school hallways to enter and exit StrongStart or to the bathroom, the concern is 
that everyone knows who you are and the safety of the school children.  If you leave our room 
into the hall, please put on a “STRONGSTART PARENT” identification tag.  They are hanging on 
a hook by the hall door.  Please keep in mind the school hallway etiquette and expectations are 
that everyone is quiet, whisper voices, and walking feet.  Thank you.   
 
 
 

Recess and Lunch Hour at West Langley 
Recess break for the school age children at West Langley is 10:15 to 10:30am and Lunch break 
for the school children to be outside is 12:15 to 12:40pm.  Please refrain from playing in the 
playground at this time for the safety of your children.  With the bigger children outside running 
around and playing on the equipment, your little ones may get bumped or knocked down 
accidentally.  
 
And a note worth mentioning again, the school aged children are taught to not talk to ‘strangers’, 
(any adult they do not know) so please do not strike up conversation with the children as their 
comfort zone may be encroached upon and they may feel threatened by any adult they do not 
know.  Thank you for understanding. 
 
 



 

Gently Used Blankets Needed! 
 

Dear StrongStart families this year one of our families (Katelynn, Madilynn and Dane Tekavc) is 
trying to collect gently used blankets, sleeping bags, duvets, and baby blankets for their first 
annual "Christmas Karma Project". Our goal is to gather 100 gently used or new blankets and 
donate them to the Vancouver Covenant House and Union Gospel Mission.  
 
Katelynn says "Now that we have Madilynn and Dane I feel the need to educate them about giving 
back to our community, so why not start one blanket at a time." If you are interested in helping 
their family meet their goal (and getting that warm and fuzzy feeling inside when you've done 
something generous) please bring your blanket in a plastic bag to StrongStart by December 13th.  
Katelynn and her children attend most often Tuesdays and Thursday and if you 
have any questions feel free to email her at jktekavc@live.com  
 
"It takes a village to raise a child so thank you for helping to raise ours." - Katelynn Tekavc  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

    Thursday, December 12th –  
Spreading Cheer at a Nursing Home 
 

Singing at Nursing Home 
Well it is set!  We will be singing at Brookside Lodge Care Home Christmas carols and having 
snack with the residents on Thursday, December 12th, 9:45am.  I would love it if you and your 
child could come and do some informal Christmas singing and spread some cheer to the residence 
at the home.   
 
A lot of the senior residents do not have any family or little ones to visit them and seniors have 
such a connection with children that I thought it would brighten up their Christmas to see little 
children and hear them sing.  We will have snack and play bean bag toss and have a visit with them 
after our sing-song.  I also have some toys to play with to keep them busy.  I am hoping you are 
able to come, and spend a few hours sharing your children, your time and joy with some folks that 
have no little ones.  There are many studies done on inter-generational programs showing the 
connection between seniors and little children, and the bond they understand.   
The children will be handing out snack to the seniors and we will all have snack together.  I will 
provide the snack.  There is a sign-up sheet at the classroom.  It will be a laid-back, fun time! 



 
Bring: only your smiles and singing voices (parents too J) 
 
Brookside Lodge is located at 19570 Fraser Highway, Surrey.  It is kiddy corner to White 
Spot at Willowbrook Mall on a little side street.  There are 2 buildings, and the one we will be at 
is on the right.  There is a buzzer to get in and I will give you the code to get in the building but 
you have to contact me for it or see me.  We will be on the second floor, Sapphire wing, and use 
the same code to get into that wing.  **Important!!!  Email me at shangrila@telus.net or 
ask at school for the code to get into the building.** 
 

Directions to Brookside Lodge:   
Head south on 200th street.  Turn right on Willowbrook Drive.  Stay on Willowbrook Drive, 
until Fraser Highway.  Turn right on Fraser Highway.  Take the 1st left!  There is no street 
name.  Go one block then take a left at the stop sign.  The building is on the right hand 
side at the end of the street.  Park on the street or in the gravel lot up the street.  
 

     Sign-up in the StrongStart classroom before December 11th.  Thanks 
     Thank you so much for coming and sharing of your little ones! 
 
 
 
 
 

 Our Little Christmas Party  
We will be having 2 little ‘Christmas Party’ days (pick only one of the days 
please) on Monday, December 16th or Tuesday, December 17th.  We 
have a lot of families attending our StrongStart, so I thought if we have 
2 party days then we can hopefully accommodate everyone who wants to 

attend.  We will start right at 9am.  We will be singing some Christmas songs, doing a Christmas 
craft and eating goodies, and of course playing. J 
These days will be on a first-come first-serve basis.  Come early. J 
 
WHAT TO BRING: 
Families please bring along a finger-food appetizer, fruit, veggies or dessert etc... for our party 
for parents and children to eat. I was hoping that you could bring something from your culture or 
something traditional you make in your family.  With so many wonderful diverse cultures and 
wonderful foods, it would be nice to share your traditions.   Thank you for keeping it nut-free.  
Thanks J 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

I hope that you and I alike may find the time  

to see Christmas through the eyes of a child, and  

find moments to discover the joy in the simplest  

of pleasures this season. 

 

Merry Christmas! 

Louise  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



       December 2013   
      StrongStart – West Langley Elementary 
        	  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 
 

6 
 

7 

8 9 
STRONGSTART 
CLOSED at 
10:45am.  (open 
from 9:00-
10:45am) 
(My daughter is 
having surgery) 

10 
STRONGSTART 
CLOSED all 
morning.   
(My daughter is 
having surgery) 

11  
did you 
sign-up for 
the Nursing 
Home? J 

12 OUTING: 
Nursing 
Home – 
Brookside 
Lodge at 
9:45am 

13 
 

14 

15 16 
  
Our 
Christmas 
party 

17 
 
Our 
Christmas 
party 

18 Mr. 
Davids  
sing-song 
and reading 
to children 

19 
Last day of 
StrongStart 
For the year 

20 
StrongStart 
Closed for 
SBO 
meeting 

21 

22 
 

No 
school 
all week 

23  24 
 

25  
Merry 
Christmas 

26 
Boxing Day 

27 28 

29 
No 
school 
all week 

30  
 

31  Jan. 1, 
2014 
Happy New 
Year! 

 2 3 4 

5 
 

January 6  
STRONGSTART  

CLOSED. 
(public schools 
open, but 
StrongStarts are 
closed) 

January 7 
 
STRONG-START 
OPENS.  First 
day back J 

8 
 

9  10  11 
 

   	  
 
 


