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              May 2013 Newsletter
                                                 Monday thru Friday: Free Drop-In 9:00am to 12noon

           Welcome to our StrongStart if you have recently joined us this month!  Any 
questions please don’t hesitate to ask.  

Well I think we all had a lovely time at Color Me Mine, and I am excited to pick up the 
children’s creations to see how they turned out.   The tiles will be back in our centre on 
Wednesday May 7th.  I will have them set up on the Mothers Day teas days (Thursday 
and Friday, May 8 and 9th).  Thanks all who made it a wonderful outing!  Do I owe anyone 
money back?  Please let me know.

     
           Dates to Mark on Your Calendar:
Please mark the following dates on your calendar for easy reference:

Fri. May 3    - District Pro-D Day– StrongStart closed
Tues. May 6 - Dental Hygienists here and are available for dental
                          health checks.  9:30 till 11am.  
Thurs. May 8 - Mothers Day Tea Time 9:30am Start time. (not 9am)
Fri. May 9 - Mothers Day Tea Time 9:30am Start time. (not 9am)
Fri. May 16 - Fire Hall Outing.  Meet at Fort Langley Hall at 9:30am
Mon. May 19 - Victoria Day – School closed
Tues. May 20 - Fire Hall Outing.  Meet at Fort Langley Hall at 9:30am
Fri. May 30 - StrongStart Closed - Administration Day 
Tues. June 3 - Burnaby Central Railway Outing.  10am
Thurs. June 5 - Demo Gardens Outing. 9:30am
Tues. June 17 - GRADUATION for children going to Kindergarten. 
Fri. June 20 - YEAR END PICNIC

Is Your Child Off to Kindergarten in the Fall?
If so, could you please pop me an email or let me know in class asap if your child will be 
going to kinder in September 2014.  In June I want to have a ‘little graduation’ party for 
those children, so I need to confirm who they are. J



Sign Your Child ‘Out’ as Well as ‘In’
Please sign your child out (by initialling) when you leave StrongStart for the day.  This is 
a new practise, but it is for the safety and concise attendance count at all times in our 
program for safety reassurance especially in the case of a fire drill.  Signing in is equally 
as important.  Thank you for your diligence.

Registration for StrongStart
Thank you for completing the registration forms and bringing in your child’s birth 
certificate promptly. This needs to be handed in before attending our program.  Deadline 
is May 30th for all forms to be in for the year. 

New Baby?
Congratulations to all those who have recently had a baby!  There seems to be soooo 
many babies this spring. J  I love it!  Please ask me for a registration form for your 
baby, and please bring in your baby’s birth certificate as soon as you receive it. 

Dress for Mess!
Just a reminder to dress your child in ‘play clothes’, (and you too parents J) 
as we have paints out most days, as well as fun crafts, play dough and mucky 
fun so dress for mess! It is tempting to dress your child in ‘good’ clothes to 
look their best, but for the children to enjoy the program to its fullest 
capacity, play clothes are ideal.  

 Dental Hygienists Visit
On Tuesday, May 6th 9:30am-11am,  the Dental Hygienists from the 
Langley Health Unit will be available here at West Langley Elementary to 
check the children’s teeth and oral health for those who want this, as well as 
to give a fluoride treatment for the children who don’t see a dentist 
regularly.  This service is totally voluntary and is only for those who choose to 
have their child’s teeth checked. The fluoride service is for children 0-2 
years old only.  

Something to Check Out – Childhood Tax Benefit
In 2015, the BC government is introducing the new BC Early Childhood Tax Benefit to 
improve the affordability of child care and assist families with the cost of raising young 
children. The BC Early Childhood Tax Benefit, which is part of the Province’s Early Years 
Strategy, is a tax-free monthly payment of up to a maximum of $55 per month – or $660 
dollars per year – for each child under the age of six.
Please help spread the word about this benefit by sharing the information sheet 
(available online at http://www.mcf.gov.bc.ca/childcare/pdfs/tax_benefit_poster.pdf) 
with parents and families with young children.



Did you know there is a Preschool and Daycare at West Langley 
Elementary?

*Kids in the Grove Daycare 
West Langley Elementary Room #10 (at the front of the school)

We are now accepting Preschool & Early Learning registrations for September 
2014! 
Don't wait until their 4...Open the door!...To Early Learning:-) 

Preschool Ages 2.5-4 years 
Preschool Early Learning Classes 9:00-11:30
Preschool Early Learning & Care 8:45-2:15 

Teachers: Miss Danielle & Miss Sharon 
Visit our website: www.kidsinthegrove.com 

Missing Children’s Photos
If you don’t see your child’s photo on our bulletin board and you would like to have your 
child’s picture up, please approach me and I will gladly take your child’s picture and print 
it. J  This gesture of having our children’s pictures up gives the sense to your child that 
they ‘belong’ here and they are a valued member of our program. J

Looking Ahead...
Thinking ahead to the Fall, The School Board office has asked that if you anticipate 
that you will attend our West Langley StrongStart again for the 2014-2015 school year 
please write your child’s name on the Roll-Over Sheet  in our room or email me and I can 
do that for you. 

By letting us know now, it will make it much easier for you come September, as well 
as for me and the office assistant Mrs. Swerdan.  You would not need to fill in a new 
registration form or provide a birth certificate again. If you do not indicate you will 
be returning, you will have to fill out new forms as well as bring in a copy of your child’s 
birth certificate again in the fall.

Also, if your child is going off to Kindergarten in the Fall, please indicate this on the 
form as well please.  

**As well, if anyone has not handed in your child’s birth certificate or Registration form, 
May 30th is the deadline to submit this.  Thank you.



Fire Hall Outings – Fort Langley
We will be going twice to the fire hall to accommodate all the 
families who want to attend.  We can have 20 children in each group.  
We will be going to the Township of Langley Fire Department Fort 
Langley Hall, in Fort Langley on Friday, May 16th and Tuesday, May 
20th, both at 9:30am.   Meet at the fire hall, which is located at 23137- 96 Avenue, Fort 
Langley.  

Weather permitting; we can go over to the goat farm on Wright 
Street to feed the animals after the fire hall. 

There is a sign-up sheet in our classroom if you want to attend this outing.  There is no 
cost for this trip but it is a first-come first-serve basis for sign-up.

Please be advised that this is a Paid-Call hall and at any point the fire hall could receive 
a call.  They ask that we park in the back parking lot and leave the spots in the side lots 
for the Fire Fighter attending calls.

This trip will be an opportunity to learn more about fire safety and prevention of 
fires in our homes, as well as to see, touch, sit on and get a full feel for the fire 
trucks.  Also, the fire fighters will demonstrate their gear and show the children what 
they may look like in the event they were to come to your house if a call was placed about 
a fire in the home.  It is good to talk to your child that fire fighters are our friends and 
helpers, as well as reminding us parents to have a safety plan in your home and maintain 
smoke detectors.  

Since there is a learning component to this trip, the ideal age is for 3-5 year olds.  
But if your child wants to see the fire trucks and you feel it would be a bit much for your 
child under 3 years old to attend that long, you may just want to come a bit later, say 
10:15am to see the trucks.  

Together, creating wonderful memories for your children! 

Louise Menzies J
Early Childhood Educator/ StrongStart Facilitator



  MOTHERS DAY TEA-TIME 
INVITATION

 In honour of you, Mom (or whomever brings your child 
-grandma, nanny, caregiver, dad or special person in 
the life of your child), I would like to invite you to our 

StrongStart centre for a special Mothers Day Tea-Time 
on

         Thursday, May 8th or Friday, May 9th, 9:30am 
Start

This will be an informal celebration of ‘YOU’, where you can put your feet up for a minute 
and enjoy a cup of tea or iced tea and some goodies, and marvel at the accomplishments 
and blessings of parenting your child.  You deserve a pat on the back!  

We will start right at 9:30am instead of 9:00am, for our tea for you and your child.  
Please do not be late.  The children will play after tea and snack followed by circle time 
where I will be reading a special book for moms.  There will be a special craft for you and 
your child to make together.  

I have planned 2 days for Mothers Day to accommodate the possible large number 
of families that may come, so pick a day that suites you best.  PLEASE SIGN UP OR 
EMAIL ME SO I KNOW HOW MANY ARE COMING. No snacks from home needed 
this day. I will be serving some treats that may have wheat, eggs or ‘may contain’ nuts 
but I will also have nut-free and wheat and egg free snacks too.  If need be, feel free to 
bring your own snacks to accommodate allergies.

* BRING ALONG A TEACUP FOR YOURSELF AND YOUR CHILD/
REN TO ENJOY YOUR TEA IN STYLE J



                        

 
       May 2014 
     StrongStart – 

               West Langley Elementary
        

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

  1 2 
StrongStart 
Closed – 
Pro-D Day

3

4 5 6
Dental 
Hygienists here 
9:30 – 11am

7 8
Mothers Day 
Tea-time
9:30am to
12 noon
*bring 2 
teacups

9
Mothers Day 
Tea-time
9:30am to
12 noon
*bring 2 
teacups

10

Mom



11
Happy 
 Mothers 
   Day 
  Moms!

12 13 14
9:30am
  Isabelle 
from  ANS 
visits

15 16
FIRE HALL 
OUTING. 
9:30AM MEET 
AT Fort 
Langley Hall.  

17

18 19 
CLOSED
Victoria 
Day

 20 
FIRE HALL 
OUTING. 
9:30AM MEET 
AT Fort Langley 
Hall.  

21 22 23
* Scholastic
   Orders
      due

24

25 26 27 28 29 30 
CENTRE 
CLOSED – 
Administration 
Day

31

June 1 2 3     10am 
OUTING TO 
BURNABY 
CENTRAL 
RAILWAY

4 5      10am 
OUTING 
TO DEMO 
GARDENS ‘Bug
s’ exploration

6 7

   

FREE ITEMS 
Hello Families,
Over spring break I cleaned out and purged a lot of my children’s games and 
items they have outgrown, and I wanted to know if any of you are interested 
in them.  They are free, so the price is right. J  I will be bringing them to 
StrongStart on Tuesday to Friday this week, and I will set up a table outside, so 
take a look and take whatever you would like. J  
Things I have:

Games great for family game night: 
Mouse Trap, Sorry, Are you Smarter than a Fifth Grader, Frustration, Snakes 
and Ladders, Money Bags, Monopoly (Electronic version), High School Musical, 
Scrabble Junior, Monopoly Jr., Candy Land and Cranium.

As well I have Ty Beanie Boppers (Dolls and clothes).



I also have a white framed Bunk bed, in great condition, similar to this picture 
below because mine is unassembled as it is not in use at this time, (except mine 
does not have the stairs attached to the bed like in the picture, mine is like a 
ladder that hooks on).  

It is in great condition and has a double bed on the bottom and a single bed on 
top.  I have the bottom double mattress, but no longer have the twin mattress 
for the top. My kids have outgrown it and it is just taking up room.  The only thing 
that is not perfect, is the middle support leg under the bed, the screw is coming 
loose.  It can be fixed.  
It is too big for me to bring to StrongStart, so if you are interested, and are 
able to pick it up at my home in Abbotsford, let me know J  Free to you!  Text or 
call my cell at 1-604-819-3800.  Or email me at shangrila@telus.net

Louise Menzies
StrongStart West Langley


